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I felt both relieved and happy. Now I could concentrate all my attention on this commercial city, which played so important a role* in the Abyssinian Vvrar. Already I had noticed the memorial on the station square which commemorates the meeting of the North and South Armies here on 9 May 1936. What a stroke of good fortune that the troops were able to reach Diredaua so quickly ! It was due solely to that circumstance that this relatively prosperous town, with its great goods* stores, and commercial houses, passed into Italian possession as the only one on the Southern Front to escape destruction by Abyssinian rioters.
From the Ghebi I had a fine view of the two cities, Dire and Daua, and of the native town of Magalo. The river, now dried up, separates Magalo from the European quarter, which has already been considerably built upon. It should be remembered that a fair-sized French colony, with interests in the railway, has been established here for many years. Actually until 1937 there was a French battalion stationed in Diredaua, which quietly withdrew in the spring of that year.
It was a disappointment to me to find that the only cinema in the place had not yet been opened. It is being built in the new Fascist Headquarters, * Casa Littoria/ on * Empire Square/ and when finished will have seating accommodation for a thousand persons. Building of tJhis imposing edifice was begun five months ago by a group of Young Blackshirts. Those engaged upon it worked from early morning until late evening, often with the aid of car headlights, and did it without remuneration. The colonnaded corridor, 34 metres long, is supported by many heavy granite columns. From the entrance-hall, which has an area of 170 square metres, one has access to the cinema and theatre, the offices and the Hall of Commemoration, which is dedicated to martyrs of the Fascist Revolution. The furniture, imported from Rome, is also a present to the Italian colony in Diredaua, which numbers 1500 persons.
The aerodrome has now received a most unusual aad imposing entrance gateway. It has been formed with heavy